Olga Logunova

National Research University Higher School of Economics

FORM OF REGULATIONS OF THE SOCIAL PEDAGOGUE AS A PROFESSIONAL GROUP

Brief review of the research:

This paper is devoted to a problem of codification of professional fields, which from the regulatory framework of such a particular group, as social pedagogues in the contemporary Russian secondary school. The key question being asked is as follows: what is the basis for everyday activity of social pedagogues: the formal normative base, formed by the state or informal regulation, formed by themselves. This work is now in progress and was based on the results obtain during the project “Ideology of professionalism in the welfare state” HSE 2013

Framework

Our analysis is based on Neo-Weberian perspective that makes possible to identify the nature of such phenomenon like professional group of social pedagogues. «Professions are normally defined at root by neo-Weberians in terms of exclusionary social closure in the marketplace sanctioned by the state». (M.Saks, 2012).  In Russia as in other countries  the vision of professional activity of social pedagogy is identical and applied to “all children in general, together with more widespread targeted support to those children facing particular problems” (Coussee et al. 2010)

First we need to look at the past. «Social pedagogy has emerged in many European cultures as an educational response to specific social problems” (G.Eichsteller, S. Holthoff, 2011). Social pedagogue as a profession was appeared in Russia not long ago.  Historically, the school system made some significant turns to help enhance children's education. But shifts in political system in early 1990s, had an impact on social policy and social care system. This changes served as the reason for forming this group. In 1991 the new profession “social pedagogue” was approved and qualification characteristics were developed, as a result was the foundation of the profession was legally established. 
Social pedagogue is responsible for:

· to engineer appropriate support for pupils being at risk of social exclusion 

· to ensure that the psycho-social climate of the school is healthy
· to assist children to be successful in their education. 

· to act as a link among the school, the pupils, their families, and the community's social services.  There is a direct work with children and parents individually and in groups.
Data and Methods

As for methodological aspect, the research is based on the original data collected in the form of in-depth interviews with school pedagogues using observation of their workplace and workspace. The sample is formed as a “snowball effect”

Results

Let me scrutinize the core results of this research which can be divided into several sections.


Who are the social pedagogues in a Russian secondary school? Let me introduce the typical portrait. She is woman of 45 years old as usual, not always with a specialized education, but with experience of working at school as a teacher. She works as a social pedagogue part time but as a teacher full time due to a higher salaries of a teaching staff. Usually their teaching subject is somethihg subsidiary such as music, technology and other. The duty and responsibilities are very broad, the work is time-consuming, but the status of this group is low. 
They are at the low level of hierarchy (low salary, low status, short vacation). Enter to this group is simple, no special kredentsy is required. The respondents confirmed this “formally, not difficult to become a social pedagogues, but everyone understands how this is time-consuming, as the result no one has the desire to do it”. In contrast, «in countries where social pedagogy is well established and supported by a policy and cultural context, its role in supporting children and families is highly valued» (C. Cameron, 2011).

Social pedagogy was introduced imperatively, this led to the fact that its scientific and practical fields began to develop in isolation from each other. 
The content of social pedagogues activity is reflected in the qualifying characteristics. Defining the scope of professional knowledge and skills great attention is paid to the knowledge of the legal framework. This type of regulation is the normative base, which consists of three parts: international documents, Federal Russian laws and regional documents. Each respondent confirmed the usage of all of these types of document in everyday practice. All of the social pedagogues emphasize the norms of their activity. “We consider each case through the normative base. It concerns the children, it’s very important to remember about their future.” “All of activity is strictly regulated. There are determined standards in our practice”

In spite of the existing normative base, social pedagogues are turning to the informal  regulations, universal principles of morality in everyday activity. This is due to formalism and complexity of official regulations and the lack of practical orientation of them. The knowledge of formal instructions and regulations rather is a symbolic attribute of the profession. “Documents  have been read, but these norms and knowledge are only on paper, because when you practice you need to show the soul and kindness in order to get a desirable result/”

This professionals make more the emphasis on their personal qualities than specific knowledge. The personal qualities form the basis for everyday activity due to the lack of the professional skills and knowledge in this group,” Iarskaia-Smirnova E., Chekanova A., 2001). 
“Sociability, sincerity and patience have become key tools in practice, make up for a shortage of professional techniques, algorithms and technologies that necessary for the interactions with pupils and their parents”.
This suggests a weak professionalization of this group, due to
· the fuzzy boundaries of professional groups and simple way of entry

· not obligatory presence of specialized education for admission for this position. 

All of this is contrary to the principle of successful professionalization. «Professionalization in this sense is centered on attaining a particular form of formal legal regulation with registers creating bodies of insiders and excluding outsiders.... although it may be important to demonstrate some knowledge or expertise related to educational certification in making successful case for professionalization» (M.Saks, 2012).
Conclusions

I accordance with the research the hypothesis was proved. We found the tendency to use more informal regulations in the daily activities of social pedagogue in comparison with the formal normative basis. The reason of it is the weak group professionalization and the features of regulation of the profession by the state.
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