PROFESSIONAL ETHICS OF THE SOCIAL PEDAGOGUE 

AS A PROFESSIONAL GROUP
Explanation of the research topic. Definitions.
The history of social pedagogy highlights a number of issues and questions. Social pedagogy (sozial pädagogik) has its roots in German progressive education – and is sometimes translated as ‘community education’ or ‘education for sociality’. The term ‘social pedagogy’ has been used in countries such as Germany, Holland and Hungary to embrace the activities of youth workers, residential or day care workers (with children or adults), work with offenders, and play and occupational therapists (Galuske 2009). 
In the USA it names school social work and has had a long and varied history beginning from the early 1900s. The first social workers in American schools were hired to assist and address the different problems that were preventing children from learning
. 
In Russia "Social pedagogue” as a profession appears later. For the first time in official documents in 1991. Historically, the school system had some significant turns to help enhance children's education.
The research goal 
The purpose of this study was to analyze what kind of legitimization guide social pedagogue in their practices. Especially, in which form those principles exist: restricted code or more likely informal norms? 
Data and Methods
As for methodological aspect, the research is based on the original data collected in the form of in-depth interviews with social pedagogue using observation of their workstation. 
Results
Let me scrutinize the core results coming out of this research which can be divided into several sections.
Firstly, I’d like to define the content of SP practice. In Russia the role of social pedagogues is quiet specific. Social pedagogue is a person who works in school every day with pupils, with their parents and other teachers. The main goal is to assist children to be successful in their education. Thus, the social pedagogue's role is multifaceted. It is important to fully understand them. Their practice involves several roles such as “intermediator”, “expert”, “friend”, “defender”, “adviser”, “psychotherapist”, “researcher”.

The role of intermediator implies that they operate as a link among the school, the pupils, their families, and the community's social services. They work with children both at their homes and at their schools, while focusing on family and community factors that influence their performance in school. They help to have relationship with ourselves, others and the world.
The role of “expert” implies the definition of the problem and the required decision. “It’s necessary to straighten out all of the circumstance, you have to walk around the problem, to listen different points of view carefully, to compare, to re-examine the right exclusively decision. Don’t hurry.”
Secondly, as for a profession group activities, the social pedagogue’s practice founds on the set of instrumentals for action and behavior regulation. First of all, this type of regulation is the normative base, which consists of three parts:

1.    the system of international documents, such as the Declaration on the Rights of the Child, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the international agreement which seeks to protect children from the harmful effects of society.
2.    the system of Federal Russian Laws such as the Constitution of the Russian Federation, the Family code of the Russian Federation, The Civil code of the Russian Federation, The law of the Russian Federation “On Education” and other.
3.    regional documents: the statute of a school, manning tables, functions.
All of the respondents emphasize the norms of their activity. Each respondent confirmed the usage of all of these types of document in everyday practice. “We consider each case through the normative base. First and fore-more we are based on The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, to the Constitution of the Russian Federation and other documents. We have the list of necessary documents in special portfolio. For instance we keep a special record of difficult child in our school.” 
Overall the normative base is very wide-ranging but not enough. “We have a lot of different laws, but not some ethic practice that can help us in analyzing various difficult situation to find complex and correct solution” said respondent. So it’s necessary to build flexible and efficient control system. Such type of legitimization presents ethic code which plays important role in organization of basic principles of professional morality. In addition it is shaping the features of social pedagogues personality.

Thirdly, So, the ethic code supplements existent legislation in every day practice. There is such document, The Ethic Code of social pedagogue and social workers in Russia. It was worked out and accepted in 2003 by the Union of social pedagogues and social workers. It pretends to be the standard for behavior in the social pedagogue practice for communications with their different contact groups and organizations. Actually it consists of basic values, moral standards and ethical principles of social work. 
The researcher’s results illustrate that social pedagogues don’t use this Code in their practice because of unknowing about it. But each respondents confirmed the usage of ethical principals in everyday practice which have different forms. 
Partly we can find them in the Constitution of school, such as to have respect for pupils, for their human nature and their personality or the stimulation to full development, expression, activity and initiative. 
All of the respondents mentioned about using human moral standards. “The ethic code…  I think the unique universal rule is “Don’t harm! Don’t harm the child”. Moreover the effective is your personal case”. It is important for school social workers to understand the importance of their activity. Some of them remember the ten Comandments (thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, not adultery).
Also the informants tell about professional ethics which understand as principle of behavior. Social pedagogue can’t raise his voice or lose his temper.
But social pedagogues as professional group don’t have efficient Code which will be universal. The existent code should be improved. Moreover it’s very important to support the adaption and outspreading the Code’s usage. The acceptance of the effective and applying Ethic Code should be the legitimization of professional practice. The results coincide with the general process in Russian social professional sphere. Now the discussing and development of professional standards and Ethic Code are just started within the social work field including social pedagogue. The respondents confirm this necessity. 
Conclusions
Accordingly the research the hypothesis was confirmed: the social pedagogue use normative basis totally in their practice and substitute the general moral standards for the existent Ethic Code. The main reason of it is the unknowing of this document. 
Social pedagogue as a profession was appeared in Russia not long ago.  At the moment this professional group is in the stage of formation. The process is quite successful: professional association for regulating everyday practice has been created, it was the attempt of creation of Ethic Code, the constitution of the professional group ideology. All mentioned are the steps for complex professionalization for such important group in contemporary society.
I am glad you asked me that.

That’s a very good question.

Without going into too much detail///

Let me just think about that for a moment/

I think you might ask me that

I am afraid I don’t know the answer to that.

The ethic Code should be adapted for the Russian school needs and based on international standards and experience.

Actually the social pedagogue are based on their own knowledge, skills and experience.
The role of adviser implies the psychological and pedagogical support and attention to the physical development and morality. The respondent said “the parents are different, sometimes they don’t understand their mistakes, don’t look the other way. Occasionally we have to help the family through the child”.

Conceived in this way SP includes a wide range of practice including youth projects, crèches and nurseries, day-care centres, parent-education, work with offenders and some areas of church work. The linkage with social problems and crisis work situates social pedagogy alongside social work. Social work in Germany was divided into two major branches: Sozialarbeit (casework/management) and Sozial Pädagogik. The former can be seen as a ‘general social work service to families and other selected groups’ (Cannan et al 1992: 73). Workers in both areas undertook a common first foundation year of training (Sozial Wegen) and then specialized in the different approaches. Around half of those qualified as social workers in Germany trained as social pedagogues.

groupwork provides a context in which individuals help each other; it is a method of helping groups as well as helping individuals; and it can enable individuals and groups to influence and change personal, group, organizational and community problems.
More recently the notion of social pedagogy has begun to be used as a way of conceptualizing group activity in classrooms

Social pedagogy defines the task and the process of all ‘social activity’ from theoretical positions beyond any distinct institutional setting and instrumental interest, and thereby safeguards the autonomy of the profession and appeals to the reflective and communicative abilities of the worker as the key to competence. Social work, by contrast, tends to take the diversity of social services and agency settings as the starting point for the search for appropriate theories, a search which used to be guided by the desire to find a general, unifying theory of social work but has since given way to the more pragmatic and often eclectic use of theory elements from neighbouring disciplines. (Lorenz 1994: 97)
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