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Water and Untouchability 

Chinmayi Srikanth & Agnij Sur 
 
Abstract: This study examines how the practice of untouchability in India, 
affects differential access to water between Dalits (a group of castes 
against which untouchability was historically practiced and justified) and 
non-Dalits in contemporary rural India. Using the India Human 
Development Survey II (2011-12), we estimate the casual effect of 
village-level practice of untouchability on the time taken to walk to 
the nearest external source of water. This paper explores how caste, as 
a social institution, systematically restricts Dalits' access to public goods. 
This is especially true of water - particularly, public wells - 
which was one of the most common areas where untouchability was 
enforced. The paper establishes that 'water sharing arrangements' 
enforced by untouchability are most pronounced in areas where water is 
scarce. To address the endogeneity of untouchability practice, we 
instrument it with a standardized drought index constructed from district-
level rainfall deficits over the 1981–2010 baseline period. Our results 
indicate that in villages where untouchability is more institutionalized, 
non-Dalits enjoy significantly better access to water relative to Dalits, 
suggesting that the persistence of caste continues to govern the 
distribution of public resources in contemporary rural India. 
 

  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=3720ZcAAAAAJ&hl=en


The costs of premature mortality associated with overweight in Russia 

Deeva Anastasiia, Kolosnitsyna Marina (HSE University) 

In recent decades, obesity has become epidemic worldwide. Overweight and 
obese individuals accounted for around 60 percent of global population. 
Prevalence of overweight in Russia is consistent with global rates, where 
approximately 40 percent of adults were overweight and 20 percent were 
obese based on the Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Survey (RLMS-HSE)[1] 
data for the year 2023.  According to the estimates of Kuznetsova (2025), 
mortality due to overweight and obesity in Russia constituted 206 thousand 
deaths in 2023, accounting for around 12 percent of all-cause mortality. 

In this research we estimate the losses in current GDP production (volume 
of lost GDP in 2023) and in potential future GDP production in Russia 
resulting from premature mortality due to overweight and obesity in the year 
2023. The loss in current GDP resulting from premature mortality is 
calculated based on the methodology recommended by the Ministries of 
Russia in 2012[2]. For the purpose of our research, in order to calculate 
future losses, the initial methodology is adjusted by the authors. Firstly, the 
annual real GDP growth in the future is accounted for as in the framework of 
baseline and conservative scenarios of socioeconomic development of 
Russia. Secondly, the social discount rate is applied to the values of 
predicted future real GDP in order to capture the potential social costs of lost 
productivity (Kossova, Sheluntcova, 2024). 

We use the estimates of mortality due to overweight and obesity in Russia 
in 2023 provided in Kuznetsova (2025); the official statistical data from 
Rosstat[3] on GDP, employment, population size, and mortality; the forecast 
of GDP growth rate in Russia for the years 2025–2028 provided by The 
Ministry of Economic Development of Russia[4]; the share of healthcare 
expenditure in GDP in Russia in 2023, estimated by World Health 
Organization (WHO)[5]. 

To our knowledge, this paper is the first one to estimate the monetary costs 
of premature mortality due to overweight and obesity in Russia. Based on 
our estimates for the year 2023, the total volume of loss in current and future 
GDP constitutes around 1,3 trillion rubles as in the prices of the year 2023 
(0,8% of GDP of Russia in 2023). The contribution of premature mortality to 
GDP loss is disproportionately distributed among men and women. Male 
mortality accounts for approximately 75% of the total loss, while female 
mortality accounts for only around 25%. The main reason for this is that the 
mortality rate among men with overweight in Russia is twice that of 
overweighted women. At the same time, men's employment rate is higher 
than women's, including due to differences in official retirement ages. 

https://www.hse.ru/en/org/persons/208494022/
https://www.hse.ru/en/org/persons/65012/


Complex and consistent government policy is needed to prevent the raise in 
overweight and obesity in the future. 
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Tatiana Kossova, Maria Sheluntcova, Elena Kossova 

Estimating The Impact of State Anti-Alcohol Policy on Consumption of Main 
Alcoholic Beverages in Russia: The Role of Government Lifestyle Expenditures 

In this research, we investigate changes in the structure of alcoholic beverage 
consumption in Russian regions and identify government measures that have had the 
greatest impact on the total volume of alcohol consumption, as well as on the 
consumption of vodka, beer, and wine. The primary hypothesis is that there is a 
relationship between government expenditure on lifestyle and the volume of 
alcoholic beverage consumption. Government lifestyle expenditures include 
regional budget expenditures on anti-alcohol and anti-drug measures, as well as on 
mass sports. Research data includes statistics on 77 Russian regions for the period 
from 2009 to 2023 from the Federal State Statistics Service of Russia. The method 
for estimating determinants of alcohol consumption is the panel data model with 
fixed effects. Estimation results showed that alcohol affordability remains the most 
significant factor explaining its consumption. Income growth is associated with 
increased alcohol consumption. At the same time, rising prices for strong alcohol 
due to increased excise taxes, as well as a rising minimum price for vodka, are 
deterring its consumption. In the early 2010s, there was a simultaneous increase in 
excise taxes on strong alcohol, a decline in vodka consumption, and the replacement 
of vodka with beer in the structure of alcohol consumption. A significant negative 
correlation was found between the size of the excise tax on beer and its consumption 
volume. In contrast, the wine model yielded a positive coefficient for the wine excise 
tax variable. Apparently, the positive coefficient does not indicate a causal 
relationship, but rather indicates a convergence of trends over the observation 
period. Over the past 10 years, there has been an increase in wine consumption, 
while excise taxes on wine have also increased. However, their increase was 
intermittent, allowing consumer choice to adjust to higher prices, restoring 
consumption volumes. Government funding for events related to mass sports has a 
positive effect on reducing alcohol consumption. However, spending on anti-alcohol 
and drug programs did not have such a significant impact, excluding the model for 
beer consumption. Likely, it indicates concurrent trends rather than a causal 
relationship. The period of rising government lifestyle expenditures coincided with 
rising beer consumption. It could be explained by the fact that measures aimed at 
limiting alcohol consumption primarily affected spirits and did not specifically 
address beer. Therefore, it is essential to avoid weakening anti-alcohol measures as 
real incomes rise, particularly price measures. Government lifestyle expenditures 
also make a significant positive contribution to reducing alcohol consumption when 
systematically implemented and sufficiently funded. 
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Nilanjan Bhattacharya   Vishnu Kant  Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay   
Banking on Love: How Migrant Children Impact Parental Health 
Seeking Behaviour 
 
Abstract: Rural populations in the Global South continue to face barriers to 
healthcare access due to weak infrastructure and low incomes. While adult 
children’s migration can enhance household resources, its impact on 
parents’ healthcare utilization remains uncertain. Using data from the 
Longitudinal Aging Study in India (LASI), this paper identifies the causal 
effect of children’s migration on parental healthcare use, instrumenting 
migration with historical negative rainfall shocks (1950–2016). Results show 
that a higher share of migrant children increases outpatient visits and related 
expenditures, particularly when parents have fewer children. Migration also 
raises private healthcare use in villages lacking accessible or quality public 
primary care, but has no effect on tertiary care, indicating limited insurance 
against catastrophic health costs. These findings highlight the dual role of 
migration in supporting elderly health while exposing service gaps, 
underscoring the need to strengthen public primary healthcare and social 
protection in low-migration rural areas. Keywords: Health Utilization, Health 
Financing, Migration, Elderly, India JEL Classification: I1, I15, J6 
 
 

Liudmila Zasimova, Konstantin Makshanchikov, Arthur A. 
Khachatryan  
 "Sports participation as a mirror of regional disparities: an empirical 
analysis across gender and age groups" 
Research on the determinants of adult participation in non-professional 
sports predominantly uses population survey data. Subnational analyses 
leveraging regional data within a single country remain comparatively 
scarce, presenting a gap in understanding the localised drivers of sports 
engagement. This study addresses this research gap by aggregating 
individual-level data from the Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions 
(COLC) to construct regional-level sports participation rates. This data is 
further merged with official regional indicators for the period 2014-2024. 
Using fixed-effects models, we estimate the relationship between sports 
participation rates across different demographic groups and regional socio-
economic characteristics. Specifically, we examine, whether the 
responsiveness to changes in key economic factors—such as prices and per 
capita income—differs between younger individuals (aged 15-24) and the 
core working-age population (aged 25-65/60).  
The results indicate that with overall increase in sports participation rate in 
Russia, regional disparities have slightly narrowed. For all sex and age 
cohorts analyzed, variations in sports participation rates are determined by 
regional per capita income (positive association) and the level of income 

https://sites.google.com/view/abhiroop/publications?authuser=0
https://www.hse.ru/en/staff/lzasimova/


inequality (negative association). The negative impact of income inequality 
is most pronounced for the adult population. The proportion of men and 
women with higher education is positively associated with sports 
participation rates, particularly among individuals over 24. This effect is more 
pronounced for women. Furthermore, a significant negative association was 
identified between regional unemployment rates and sports participation. 
Regarding specific barriers, the price of a swimming pool membership was 
found to be a significant deterrent exclusively for women aged 25-60. 
Contrary to expectations, the COVID-19 pandemic was associated with a 
growth in regular sports engagement across all population groups, except 
for young women (aged 15-24). 
 
 
 

Priyanka Dutta (ISI), Shresth Garg (University of Pennsylvania), and Sagar 
Saxena (University of Pennsylvania) 

To Reverse or Not to Reverse? Auction Format and Renewable 
Energy Procurement in India 

 
Abstract:  Auction design has played a central role in shaping renewable 
energy markets globally. We study the effect of auction format changes on 
the prices and efficiency in the procurement of green energy using data on 
the universe of solar procurement auctions in India from 2015 − 2021. 
Exploiting variation in auction formats at central and state levels, we find that 
open (reverse) auctions lower tariff bids by 8–17 percent relative to sealed-
bid formats. We argue that the resulting deviation from the revenue 
equivalence theorem arises from interdependent cost structures and present 
causal evidence of presence of winner’s curse. In the presence of 
interdependent cost structures, the information revelation inherent in open 
auctions results in lower tariff bids relative to sealed-bid formats. Structural 
estimates with interdependent costs corroborate the causal findings, 
showing a 16.12 percent reduction in winning bids under open format relative 
to sealed format. Considering the 104 open auctions conducted during this 
period, total government savings over the 25-year contract horizon are 
estimated at approximately 5.52 billion USD. Together, these findings 
highlight the efficiency gains from open auctions in the procurement of green 
energy and suggest that such formats can accelerate the global transition to 
a cleaner future. 
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